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; 8 1 X, 
E Profane Speeches you 


KI uttered when I was laſt in 
your Company, have raiſ- 
ed ſuch a Horror in my 
— Mind, that I cannot ealt it 
any Way but by writing my Sentiments 
plainly to ou, as the Cale requires 3 and | 
1 pray God give you and me a juſt Senſe 
of the whole Matter, for the Sake of his 
- . dear Son. 
HFad I had Courage to have ſtood up 
| boldly, as I was in Duty bound, in the 
| Cauſe of Almighty God, and for the 


Henour of his Holy Name; or at leaſt 
A 2 manifeſted 
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manifeſted a deeper Sorrow for thoſe 
Paſlages which were contrary to the 
ſame, I might have eſcaped that Guilt 
and Regret "which my ſhameful Silence 
and Diſregard have brought upon me. 
But my filly Shamefacedneſs, with a 
fancied Point of Manners, and the Con- 

ceit of a more convenient Seaſon, did 
moſt unworthily bridle my Lips from re- 
proving your Profaneneſs, and too much 


ſtifle my Reſentment of it; contrary to 


the Dictates of my Reaſon and Conſcience. 


And now am full of Sorrow when I © | ; 
conſider, that I am never like to have 


ſuch an Opportunity again, in which the 
ſame Company may be, as they might 
then have been, awakened to their pro- 
per Duty in this Caſe by my Example; ; 
or might at leaſt have been Witneſſes of 
my Proteſtation againſt your inſufferable 
Blaſphemies. I conſider further, that it 
is the moſt ſhameful Thing in theWorld, 

that. any one ſhould be more bold in the 
Service of malicious damned Devils,than 
others for their infinitely loving and mer- 
ciful God. Thisis a Weight « of Shame 
and Guilt which I cannot bear, and is 
enough, without infinite Mercy, to fink 
me into. eternal Deſtruction ; and all this 
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is owing to the Froth and Poiſon of your 
ungodly Lips. 
4s to the Point of Manners, which 
ſome ſuppoſe to be infringed by the Per- 
ſon that reproves a publick Swearet as 
publickly as he proclaims his Impiety 3 
there is no Ground at all for this Accuſa- 
tion. The Breach of Manners 1s —_— on 
the Swearer's Side, for that he rudely at- 
fronts the whole Company, by diſhonour- 
ing and baſely treating their deareſt Friend, 
their greateſt Patton, their neareſt Rela- 
tion, and their moſt gracious and glori- 
ous Prince; yea, the Author of their Lite 
and Happineſs, that 1s, their GOD. 
This, this is that which creates my 
Horror, and ſharpens my Grief: J had 
not the Heart to ſtand up for the greateſt 
and beſt of all Beings. I did not truly 
reſent an Affront done to Him, in whom 
live, and move, and have my being; 
and who does me Good every Moment : 
I faw infinite Majeſty and Glory ſcorn'd, 
and ſhewed no Diſlike to the abominable 
Fact. I heard infinite Goodneſs and Ex- 
cellency treated at a vile Rate, and I 
ſcemed, by my baſe and cowardly Si- 
lence, to conſent to it. O! may that 
Great and Generous Goodneſs, Which 
A3 ſpared 
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ſpared you when you blaſphemed, for- 
give my ſhameful Omiſſion to reprove 
you for ſo doing, and inſpire me with 
fuch Zeal and Courage for the future, 
that I may never again omit a proper 
Seaſon for it. And I pray God to give 
you his Grace, that you may never in- 
dulge yourſelf in ſuch hateful and horri- 
ble Speeches, which diſhonour Almighty 
God, and wound all but ſenſeleſs Men. 

You may perhaps think, that I labour 
under an unreaſonableTenderneſsof Con- 


ſcience, and that neither Younor I are in 


ſuch Danger as I apprehend on the Ac- 
count of a few Words ſpoken in common 
Diſcourſe. But how can we think ſo, 
when the Judge of the World hath ſaid, 

By thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and 
by thy werds thou ſbalt be condemned, Mat. 
X11. 37. You may aſſure yourſelf, that in 

your late Swearing, you ſpake Words 
that are enough to condemn you for ever; 
for God will not hold them guiltleſs that 
take his Name in vain: And alas! I did 


not reſent it ſo as to ſhun a Share in the 


Condemnation. For as in the Caſe of 
Treaſon, if we hear treaſonable Words, 
and do not ſpeedily diſcover them to ſome 
Magiſtrate _ * Diſlike, we _ 
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a Part of the Crime; ſo this Caſe of Con- 
ſcience ſeems to be; and fo the Indict- 
ment runs, we ſee, at God's Bar, Prov. 
xxix. 24. He heareth curſing, and bewray- 
eth it not; which ſeems in the foregoing 
Words to be likened to a Man's conceal- 
ing of ſtolen Goods, which makes him 
a Partner with the Thief. He did not 
diſcover it to the Magiſtrate, as in that 
Caſe, and in that of Treaſon, the Perſon 
ought to do, that would not be condemn- 
ed as an Accomplice in the Crime. 
And for this Reaſon, I am concerned 
that thoſe Ten Days are elapſed, in which 
we are ordered by the Law of our Land 
to give Information to the Magiſtrate, 
of this intolerable Offence againſt God ; 
otherwiſe I ſhould appeal to him in the 
| Caſe before us, as hereafter I intend to do 
on the like Occafion. For I cannot but 


think it an inexcuſable Fault, for any 


And they are tka 


| Chriſtian to negle& thoſe uſeful Aſſif- 
tances which the Civil Power offers us, 
to remove the 7 of our Religion, 


and prevent the J) —_ ments of God, 
oldiers indeed, 


that deſert the Intereſts of the Captain of 
their Salvation in ſo good a Work, for 
any Reproaches that unreaſonable Men 
A 4 may 
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may caft upon them : which, if we confi. 1 


der with What awful Vows and Pledges, 
woe liſt ourſelves Soldiers j in the Militant 


Church of Chriſt at our Baptiſm,, will 
appear to be a very baſe and a very odi- 
ous Unfaithfulneſs. | 
As to the profane Swearer himſelf, 
he ſeems to be an open and impudent De- 
ſerter from the Prince of Light, and a 
joud and earneſt Abettor of the Cauſe of 
the Prince of Darknels: He plainly bids 
Defiance to God, and commits a mãnifeſt 
Outrage, not only againſt his Baptiſm, 


but againſt all Religion, both Natural 


and Revealed. A ſenfible Heathen would 
tremble at his daring Impiety, as well as 
a Chriſtian or a Jew. . There 1 is ſuch a 


Violation of Reaſon in it, that he that 


is habituated to it, muſt be accounted 
either mad or ſtupid. Either he has no 
1 nderſtanding, or he does not uſe it. 
He does not know, or does not conſider, 
the terrible Conſequence of provoking 
an Almighty Being to take Vengeance 
upon him. 

Let me therefore entreat you to conſi- 
der the infinite Majeſty, Glory and Ex- 
cellency of God, which are viſible in all 


his Works: Look up to the glorious Fa- 


brick 
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brick of the Heavens; conſider the Beau- 
ty, Order, and Number of all thoſe mar- 
vellous Luminaries above: Though they 
are immenſely great, and innumerable 
many, yet what exact Diſtances do they 
keep, and how punctually do they ob- 

ſerve the critical Moment of their Riſing 

and Going down? Can this be without 
the Direction of infinite Wiſdom, the 

Support of infinite Power, and the Diſ- 
poſition of infinite Goodneſs? Can any 
reaſonable Creature queſtion the Being, 
or the Excellency of the Lord of this 
Hoſt, when we ſee it muſtered, marſhal- 


led, and marched, by ſuch exact Rules 


and Orders? The Pſalmiſt truly ob- 
ſerves, that the Heavens declare the glory 
of God. How great and marvellous muſt 
the Creator of theſe Things needs be! 
Who can conceive the leaſt De gree of 
his glorious Majeſty; or tell us how 
'happy his adopted Children are, and how 
wretched his Enemies ? How great and 
heinous muſt every Offence againſt ſuch 
Infinite Majeſty appear to be, and what 
ſore Puniſhment does it deſerve? © 
Look round alſo on the Face of the 
Earth,” where you behold innumerable. 
Sorts of living Creatures, each of them 
b A 5 wonder- 
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wonderſully made, and no leſs wonderful- 


ly provided for, and diſpoſed of by the 


ſtared Orders of the good Creator; and 


every one of them peculiarly conſtituted, 


ſhaped, and inclined, according to its 


Uſe and Poſt in the Univerſe, If we cu- 
riouſly trace the riſing Degrees of Life 


and Excellency thorough the numerous 


Kinds of living Creatures, which fill up 
the wide Diſtance betwixt a poor little 


_ Muſcle, which only diſcovers its Life by 


a ſmall Motion; and a glorious Cherub, 


whoſe Excellency we cannot conceive : 


And if we obſerve all along, how near 
the higheſt Creature of one Kind comes 
to the loweft of the Kind above it, yet 
the various Species or Kinds of Creatures 
are all along preſerved diſtinct and en- 


tire, and lead us by Degrees nearer and 
[nearer towards the glorious Creator of 
all: I fay, if we conſider theſe Things 


with the Reaſon that God has given us, 


we cannot but break forth in the higheft 


Admiration of the glorious Creator, and 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt on the like Occa- 
tion; O Lord, how marvellous are thy 


works, in wiſdom baſt thou made them 
all! in a depth of Wiſdom indeed, paſt 
dur fathoming or finding out. 


Our: 


——— 
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Our Admiration will farther increaſe 


upon us, if we conſider that little World 
of Creatures which cannot be ſeen by us 


without the Aſſiſtance of thoſe curious 
Glaſſes, which the late ingenious Inquir- 


ers into the Works of God have found 
out. For it will puzzle the moſt accurate 


Naturaliſt to deſcribe to us the wonder- 
ful Workmanſhip of God, in the Poſi- 


tion, Connexion, and Correſpondence of 


the various Parts of a Creature not ſo big 
as the Thouſandth Part of a Grain of 


Sand; of which there are Swarms almoſt 
over the Face of the Earth, and evenin 
the Badies of living Creatures. 


If we farther conſider the wiſe and or- 
derly, tho' ſometimes myſterious Steps 


of Divine Providence, as they lie before 
us in all Hiſtories, and even in our own 


common Obſervation, we cannot but ſee 
the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God. 


Yet, if we do but look back for about 
twenty Years on the Affairs of our own 
Nation, and conſider the wonderful De- 
liverances, Revolutions, and Victories, 


wherewith God hath graciouſly favoured 
us, and hitherto diſappointed the Hopes 
and Efforts of the grand Enemy to our 


Religion and Liberties, and yet withal 
= ſorely 
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ſorely i us for our Sins all along, 
we ſhall even be forced to a ſerious Ac- 
knowledgement, that here is 4 righte- 
ous Cod that judgeth the earth. 

But to direct you to a more plain and 
b 0. Declaration of the Sovereignty 


and Perfections of Almighty God; loox, 
I beſeech you, into the Holy Scriptures 


which are his Oracles, and obſerve there, 
what terrible Plagues and Deſtructions, 


the Sins of Men have brought upon them 


in all Ages of the World; in which ſome 


notorious Sinners have been deſtroyed by 


a Deluge of Waters; others by a Show- 


er of Fire from Heaven ; other ſome by 


the gaping Earth ; and others by ſtor- 
my Winds: which ſhews us, that the 


Creator of all Things can make the very 


Elements, which are naturally the neceſ- 
ſary Means of our Subſiſtance, the Means 
of our ſpeedy Deſtruction. Yea, He can 


arm the whole Creation againſt us, and 


make all his Creatures, from the 22 


ſtars in the Firmament, to the creeping 


things on the Earth, to fight againſt us, 


till we are deſtroyed. The Sword, Fa- 


mine, Peſtilence, and Thunderbolts, are 


but a Part of God's dreadful Artillery; | 


and what is worſt of all, God ig able to 
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deftroy men beth in ſoul and body in Hell; 


the very thing which too many abandon- 
ed Wretches commonly call for, and 
challenge at his righteous Hands. O 


prodigious Folly ! "Hor Impiety! 


tending moſt certainly to as prodigious 
and horrible an End.--- 
Ah! how dreadful is the Wrath of 


this Almighty Lord God? Who can 


ſtand before Him when once He is angry; 
Can any Madneſs equal that of the pro- 


fane Swearer ? How can any one pre- 


tend to Reaſon or Diſcretion, that of- 


fends ſuch a Being, and incurs his eter- 
nal Wrath, for a few ill Words, which 


afford no manner of Pleaſure or Advan- 


tage? You may think that God is pa- 


tient, and ſo He is, or you had before 
now been in the Pit of remedileſs Tor- 
2 But be you aſſured, that He is 


as Juſt as He is Merciful, and He hath 


: punctually recorded every Oath, Impre- 
cation and ill Word, that you have ſpo- 


ken in your whole Life; (a long and diſ- 
mal Catalogue without doubt) and 1n- 
finite Tuſtice will require Satisfaction for 


_ every one of them: So that except 


you truly Repent, which is no eaſy Mat- 
ter, it would have been better for you, 
that 
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that God ſhould have ſmitten you dead 
on the Spot, upon the firſt Act of Pro- 


faneneſs that you committed; for then 


the Meaſure of your Sin had been leſs, 
and your Torment might have been leſs 
in Degree, tho' eternal likewiſe in Dura- 
tion. Whereas now, by your going on 
to multiply your Tranſgreſſions, you 


have as it were thrown ſor many Faggots 


more into the eternal Flames, to make 
them the more terribly tormenting. 

Theſe Things are fo certain, and of 
ſuch infinite Conſequence, that I cannot 
but beſeech you, witi the utmoſt Ear- 
neſtneſs, to conſider your Ways, and to 
ſet yourlelf ſeriouſly to pray to God for 
his Grace, and Mercy in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, before you be for ever debarred 
of that ineſtimable Privilege; which 
when you die, and alas! how ſoon may 
that be, will be your Caſe. 


Retire therefore, I pray you, as ſoon as 


you can, to your Chamber or Cloſet, and 
fall devoutly on your Knees before God, 


and bewail your Sins, and beg the Am 


tance of his holy Spirit, to enlighten your 
Mind, and renew your Heart, and to 
amend your Life, thro*' the Means which 
He hath appointed in the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of ſinful 


Men: 
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Men : and fix on your Mind alway the 
abſolute Neceſſity of changing your un- 
holy Life; becauſe a holy God cannot 
countenance or embrace a profane Pro- 
fligate, whilſt he continues ſo. Wherefore 
ſet yourſelf to a new manner of Life, 
thro? the Grace of God, and do it without 
delay, or it may never be done, and then 
you will certainly periſh for ever. 

You cannot deny, but you would do 
more than this to geta great temporal E- 
ſtate; and that you would ſubmit to a ve- 
ry difficult courſe of Phyſick, to be cured 
of any dangerous Diſeaſe of your Body: 
and why will you not be as Juſt to your 
precious Soul, and to your eternal Eſtate? 
Be aſſured, there is a very glorious State 
above, where holy People will be perfect- 
ly and eternally happy: And we may be 
much ſurer of attaining it, if we give all 
prudent Diligence to ſecure it, than we 
can be of getting or enjoying worldly 
Wealth; becauſe the Promiſes of Grace 
and Glory are more abſolute and poſitive 
to ſuch as duly ſeek them, than thoſe 
which relate to temporal Things. And 
therefore how vain are they, who ſpend 
themſelves and their Time in pur ſuing 
Bubbles, when with the ſame Labour they 
might poſſeſs ineſtimable and everlaſting 
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Wherefore I farther entreat you to con- 


ſider your trueſt and greateſt Intereſts, 
and come to wiſe and ſober Reſolutions 
of reſigning and conforming yourſelf 


wholly to the Will of God, who grants 


to all his faithful Servants a Title to 
his eternal Kingdom of Glory under his 
Hand and Seal, in his Word and Sacra- 
ments. And I beg you to come to this 
neceſſary Determination inſtantly and 
unalterably, as the Importance of the 


Caſe requires, and the infinite Weight 


of the Motives to it tends to fix you. 


Conſider, I pray you, do you believe 


that an infinitely Great, Wiſe, and Righ- 
teous God governs all Things, and will 
bring all Men to Judgement? And will 
you, can you offend Him any more by 
your profane Lips, or any other way 
of Offence againſt Him? Dare you 
challenge his everlaſting Vengeance any 


more? Can you ſuffer your Soul to lie 


on the Brink of eternal Ruin any longer, 


without Concern? Can you deſpiſe ſuch 


a brave and honourable, ſuch a {ſweet 
and comfortable, ſuch a reaſonable and 
| advantageous Way of Life, as the God 
that made you directs you to, which his 

Son's Blood was ſhed to reſtore you to 
a Capacity of, and in which the holy 


Spirit 
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Spirit graciouſly waits to conduct and. 
confirm you, with a Joy inexpreſſible in 
the Way, and a Glory inconceivable in 
the End? 

Can you now deliberately quit this 
Hope, and give yourſelf to the Deluſions 
of evil Spirits, already damned, who ſcek 
to make you as miſerable as themſelves? by 
and will rejoice to ſee you bound with 
chains of everlaſting darkneſs, as they are? 
Will you not be prevailed upon, to take 
care of your own Life and Happineſs, 
which the very Beaſts cannot be forced 
_ torelinquiſh ; and to ceaſe to make Pro- 
viſton for your own everlaſting Torment? 
As yet you may prevent it, but I cannot 
ſay that the ſame Poſſibility will remain 
with you To-morrow; becauſe no body 
can tell what a day may bring forth; for 
Death will render all the Means of Salva- 
tion ineffectual; and will fully inſtruct 
the unbelieving Sinner in the Doctrine of 
God's righteous Retributions in the 
other World, which he would not duly 
learn in this; and then what will all your 
van Pleaſure 3 in Iniquity profit you ? 

What are you now the: better for all 
your paſt Sins? Isnot the poor little Plea- 


ſure of it gone? and has it not 
O : 
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of Guilt upon your Conſcience, with a 
fearful Expectation of Judgment ? And 
if you live longer in Sin, thus it will 
be at laſt, when nothing of all your ſin- 
ful Indulgences will be left, but rhe 
Shame and Regret, the Guilt and Pu- 
niſhment of them, which will remain with 
ſuch as die in their Sins to all Eternity. 

On the contrary; what can you loſe 


by Religion? yea, what vaſt Advantages 
will you reap from it! It will give you 


Peace in your Mind, Honour among all 
Men, and Comfort in all Events on 


Earth; and will not fail to bring you to 


everlaſting Reſt, Bliſs, and Glory here- 
after. And all you will loſe 44 it, 1n 
the uſual State of Things, will be, that 


you caſt away the Filth, Shame, and 


Torment of inordinate Deſires, ill Spee- 


ches, and baſe Doings; inſtead of which 
you will enjoy a State of Sanctification 


and Honour. And then God will con- 
deſcend to converſe with you in his Or- 


dinances, and bleſs you in your Enter 


priſes and Enjoyments. And whether 


Hou fit in your houſe, or travel on the 


way, or ſleep in your bed, you will have 
the Satisfaction of God's Preſence with 
You, and of the Guardianſhip of his ho- 


1 


Profans Language in Converſation. 19 


ly Angels about you; that all things 
hall work together for your final good; 
and that if you were now to die, you 
would go to everlaſting Happineſs. 
What a bleſſed State of Life is this? 
how truly honourable, ſweet, and hap- 
py! What a Wonder is it that all Men 
do not follow the Lord of Life, their 
only Saviour and Redeemer ? and that 
all Places, where this bleſſed Goſpel is 
_ preached, are not crowded with affectio- 
nate hearers and doers of his Will? In 
ſhort, it is a Wonder that all the World 
does not run after Him. None ever 
ſhewed ſuch Love to Mankind; none 
ever offered ſuch Rewards to the mean, 
if ſincere Services of Men. He bears 
the Chaſtiſements of the Sins of his Peo- 
le. He waſhes away their Filth in his 
own Blood. He heals their Wounds, 
bears their Burdens, redreſſes their Griev- 
ances, pities their Infirmities, wipes away 
their Tears, ſuccours them in Danger, 
leads them by the Hand, carries them 
in his Boſom, pardons their Sins, pleads 
their Cauſe, juſtifies them freely, and 
ſaves them eternally. O! who can ex- 
preſs the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch a People, or 
the leaft Part of the Happineſs of the 
Perſon that is in fuch a Caſe! = This 
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This is no fanciful gilding of the pious 


Cc hriſtians Condition, but what they feel 


in the Juſt Exerciſe of their Faith, Hope, 
and Love. We can bring you to many, 


praiſed be God, who can by a bleſſed 


Experience teſtify the Truth of theſe 
great Enjoyments of Religion here, which 
we have before hinted; and can with a 
Joyful Atteſtation ſay, Great peace have 
they that love thy law, and nothing Hall 


offend them, Bleſſed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the counſel of the ungodly. — 


Godlineſs is profitable to all things, and 
hath the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come. 


But as for you, whilſt you go on in 
Four ungodly Lite, you are not only a 


Stranger to thoſe divine Joys, but are in 
danger of everlaſting Miſery. Foraſmuch 
as you daily profane the holy Name of 
God, you demonſtrate that neither the 
Love nor the Fear of God is in you: 

And therefore as to your preſent Caſe, 


you are loſt and undone; and if you 
die thus, you will be as ſurely damned 


as the blaſphemous Devils are; as will 
alſo all ungodly Men. 
But as you have a Saviour offered you, 


the bleſſed Jeſ us, who, tho? he has left the 
| fallen 


— 


of N and Brokenneſs of Heart; look 
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fallen Angels in Chains that are never to 
be filed off, yet he offers to become a 
gracious and loving Saviour unto Men: 

For he took not on him the nature of an- 
gels, but the ſeed of Abraham; and he 
now offers you your Pardon and eternal 
Life, if you will from henceforth commit 
yourſelf to his Conduct in the Ways of 


| his holy Goſpel, in the Exerciſe of a re- 


newing Repentance, and Faith unfeigned. 
Be very ſpeedy, therefore, and very 
hearty in your Acceptance of theſe Terms 
of Life and Salvation, and ſuffer not 
theſe ineſtimable Talents to lie buried by 
inexcuſable Negligence and Unbelief. 
Reverence from henceforth the great and 


awful Name of Almighty Gop ; ſanc- 


tify with a juſt Regard his holy reſerved 
Day; be ſerious and conſtant in attend- 
ing on his holy Word and Sacraments; i 
accuſtom yourſelf to good Thoughts and 
ſavoury Diſcourſes; "be deeply humble 
and meek meditate often on the Com: 


mands, Promiſes, and Threats of a righ 
teous and unchangeable Gop ; deligh 


in the Company of pious People, wh 
will greatly further and comfort you 1: 
a holy Life; pray often, with Fervenc:. 


unto 
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] unto Jeſus, your exalted Prophet, Prieſt, 
$Z and King; live in Purity, Contentment, 
and Charity; abound in the Love of 
God; and ever think of this Life as a 
| ſhort Paſlage to an eternal Eſtate, and 
deſire Heaven as your final Reſt, thro' 

| the Merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
1 the Sanctification of the Holy Ghoſt. 
is Our God is infinitely Gracious ; He 

| 


i will accept the meaneſt Sincerity, and 
5 will cheriſh, not quench, the firſt Kin- 
if dlings of Repentance, and the firſt In- 
1? clinations of Love towards Him ; but 
He will reject and abhor all Hypocriſy, 
tho? never ſo ſplendid in outward Ap- 
| | | Pearance. 
1 Wberefore give God your Heart; be 
[ upright in all you do: Your Time of 
is Labour cannot be long, but your Time 7 
of Reſt and Reward will be everlaſting. ö 
That it may pleaſe God to direct you 
by his Grace; and thus to accept you 
thro” his Mercy in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
is the unfeigned Deſire of my Soul, and 
the only Aim of this Letters from 


mur Aﬀettionate Friend. 
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